The origin of massage can be traced almost to the Creation; as it was the first means resorted to by mankind for the relief of suffering. This is obvious, because almost every one instinctively seizes a part which is the seat of a sudden pain, and by rubbing or pressing endeavors to soothe it. Before commencing massage care must be observed in making an accurate diagnosis of the case; for upon that depends the nature of the manipulations, their force and frequency and the length of time during which they are to be employed.
In explaining the mode of performing dental massage, I will select a typical case, and describe the manipulations and modus operandi adopted. I will consider an acute pericementitis associated with pulpitis.
The first important point to be observed by the operator is that his position by the side of the patient, is easy and natural. In performing manipulations on the left side, the operator stands to the right of his patient and uses the thumb and fingers of the right hand for manipulating, and if necessary, the left hand for the application of a napkin. In manipulating the right side he stands to the left side of his patient using the fingers of his left hand. 
